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The Burlington Stormwater Program currently endeavors to provide several services to the
City of Burlington and its citizens:

1. Protect the City’s infrastructure and neighboring waterbodies from degradation due
to sediment runoff from construction sites and the long-term impacts of stormwater
runoff from impervious surface through the administration of the Erosion
Prevention and Stormwater Management sections of our local Chapter 26
ordinance.

2. Inspect, maintain, repair, replace and improve the City’s stormwater infrastructure
(catch basins, outfalls, sewer lines)

3. Maintain compliance with State regulations, City’s Municipally Separate Storm
Sewer System (MS4) permit which covers the Citywide storm sewer system

4. Design and implement capital improvements which result in improvements to
water quality

5. Provide technical assistance to citizens

FY 13 overall has been successful year, with the following notable highlights:

Review of 80 Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control Plans and 30 stormwater
management plans for private properties
Numerous Water Quality/Infrastructure Improvement Projects, including:

o Blanchard Beach Water Quality and Wetland Restoration Project
o Enhanced Truck Wash treatment system at DPW
o Design of Silva Cell Street Tree/Stormwater System (under construction right

now)
o Stabilization of two beach outfalls and lining of aging outfall pipes

Inspection and cleaning of 1000+ basins, with 362 tons of material captured; increased
focus on street sweeping (1644 tons captured); system development for tracking
results of these inspections for work flow analysis and prioritization
See http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/Stormwater/Stormwater-Files/Annual-
Report-2012/ and http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/Stormwater/Stormwater-
Projects/ for more information on programmatic activities

In line with the goals laid out for FY 13, we did complete an initial re-assessment of our
impervious surface based billing in the hopes of identifying the additional revenue that this
program sincerely needs to meet its regulatory obligations (both local and state),
infrastructure needs, and water quality improvement goals. We have not been able to



identify significant areas of additional revenue capture and had to adjust our FY 13
expenditures accordingly, as well as rely on portion of the FY 12 fund balance. Our
revenue has stabilized at $762,500 which is far below the $1 million originally proposed
for the program.

Given the above challenges, our FY 14 proposed revenue budget includes proposed
monthly rate increase from $1.17/1000 sq. ft. for commercial properties and $3.00 for
single family homes to $1.687/1000 sq. ft. and $4.50, respectively, starting on January 1,
2014. This approach will effectively phase in the rate increase over two years. Together
with $52,695 from remaining fund balance and $29,000 in anticipated grant funding, this
will generate sufficient funds to meet our proposed $1,033,195 in expenses.

This budget will allow for additional staff resources (Stormwater Technician within the
Engineering Division) and sufficient funding to yield:

1. Improved protection of our infrastructure and our waterbodies through increased
focus on compliance with our Chapter 26 ordinance to prevent discharges of
sediment and long term increases of stormwater flow

2. Continued ability to meet/exceed the increased obligations of our new MS4 permit
3. Comprehensive inventory and prioritization of our stormwater challenges city wide

to ensure that we continue to spend our stormwater dollars effectively to achieve
the greatest water quality gains

4. Increases in stormwater mitigation capital improvement projects resulting in
reductions of stormwater runoff to our waterbodies

5. Improvements in asset tracking focus the prioritization of our maintenance
activities


